
Noun-to-verb ratio and articulation rate cross-linguistically

Frank Seifart (Universiteit van Amsterdam)
http://www.uva.nl/over-de-uva/organisatie/medewerkers/content/s/e/f.c.seifart/f.c.seifart.html

This talk reports on on-going research on local variations in the noun-to-verb ratio, based on 
measurements in time-aligned corpora of spontaneous spoken language of roughly 30.000 words 
each fromeight languages (Bora, Baure, Texistepec, Hoocąk, Even, Chintang, N|uu). Across these 
eight languages, as the noun to verb ratio increases, the articulation rate decreases. This pattern 
appears to reflect topic shifts and paragraph boundaries (at which full nouns rather than pronouns or 
zeros often occur), but also points at cognitive differences in processing nouns and verbs. I will also 
discuss further issues in articulation rate measurements, such as the effect of final lengthenging.


