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LANGUAGE DIVERSITY
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The main issue: language diversity

[] Burreasc
|:| Norwegian

|_| i il
[ ] wkrainicn
Faricic
Karakh
- FRrEIEN
Hocean
Euylisti
French
Epanizh
Pinriugnass
Garman

Huzs'an

IRNEFO&0D

Chinesea
MinhalR

ELE R

Aranic

T
e

LFrdar

F— wwr tingusi
| Cithers

MHE ol 1o Scals

Copyright & 2006 Compare Infobase Limited

o

—

Winter Semester 2006/2007

-

ﬁ:ﬁ__g Acknowledgement:
ww.mapsofworld.com
vaﬁz}} 18.10.2006

. =

D. Gibbon: Introduction to Linguistics

Languages of the
WORLD

Ofhe: Major lanpuayes Sooken fe e W id

1 Freach & Sanga
2 Franck 8 Erglisn
3 Setewana

4 cngiish & [1thars
&.Malagasy & Franch
& Paghto & Dar!

-



The main issue again: language families
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THE INDO-EUROPEAN

LANGUAGE FAMILY
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The Indo-European Language Family

* L anguages may be similar because they have developed
from the same original language.

* By comparing words in known languages with similarities
of form and meaning, and, based on the oldest possible
documents, relationships have been found between

- almost all European languages (except Basque and the Finno-
Ugric languages Finnish, Estonian, Hungarian)

- several languages of South Central Asia such as Farsi/Persian
in Iran, Hindi in India)

* The relationships between descendants of a common
ancestral language are usually shown as a tree graph
(see the following graphs, which contain increasing
amounts of detail)
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History of English

Indo-European
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Proto-Indo-European
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PROTO-INDO-EURCPEAN
O Pristadan
Ui ——==>e BALTIC

BALTO- — TOCHARIAN #—= _T':'mlﬂ A
Wendia SLa SLAVIC e
Posh vic INDO-IRANIAN ~_ DARDICe—
: WEST SLAYIC EAST SLAVIC
Coch SOUTH SLAVIC ﬂ‘ Fussian

NDIC i
ANATOLIAN Urdy
Hindl
Macedont GERMANIC Sanskrit Bthar
Phinyglan Hitita Assampss
kalandia —— Oid kealande NORTH Armanilan Linedmn Bonged
Faroese _\>wm GERMANIC et
Horwegian ——Middie Morweglan—— Ok Morwoglan Lystan
Swecish ——MWiddla Swedksh ——— Cid Swedish WEST
Dbty ~——— Mlicktla Dty (% Dianiish

Puryati
IRANIAN
GERMANIC Singhalese
English——Micidle English———Cid Engish
-+ Fisian O Frislan EAST HELLENIC
Duth ——r Middia Drtrhi——— (8 Duich EE?‘”"""‘
Mﬂuu? O Low Gorman Gotle  CELTIC
f/mm&nm
Low Gevrnan

Qi Figh Cerrroan
MddoHighGeman” O
[High) Gerrnan,

Bauchi
Avestan Kurigh
llyrian A 0K Parsian Sopdian
GOMDELIC

m/] 7 it oy

Irish Gsiic BRYTHOMIG
Soottish Gasle

Mar Walah

CE00- LD
Brifon ~  Gaukch R
Cscan  Umbran
LATINO-FALISCAN
Fortuguess Fﬂﬂm/T
Lathkt
Spanksh
CaEttan
Prineancad

lflen  Ahese-Aomance

Winter Semester 2006/2007

D. Gibbon: Introduction to Linguistics



The Origins of Indo-European (1)

* There are several theories about the geographical origins
of Indo-European, illustrated in the following slides:

- The Baltic theory: the oldest, based on shared botanical
vocabulary such as “beech, Buche, ... fagus”, and the putative
geographical location of these plants.

- The South-East European Theory

- The Flood Theory
- The Caucasus Theory (the most plausible)
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The Origins of Indo-European (2)

* The Baltic theory: the oldest, based on shared botanical
vocabulary such as “beech, Buche, ... fagus”, and the
putative geographical location of these plants explains a
possible origin, but not reasons for dispersion.

* The South-East European Theory: similar to the Baltic
theory; no resons for dispersion.

* The Flood Theory gives reasons for dispersion - a natural
catastrophe.

* The Caucasus Theory: The origins of agriculture are said
to have spread East-West from the Fertile Crescent (lraq)
between about 7,000 - 3000 BC, which coincides with
what has been postulated about the East-\West spread of
the Indo-European languages.
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|E: The Caucasian theories
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|E: Eastern Europe & Baltic theories
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The Flood Theory of |IE expansion
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Indo-European expansions

|IE expansion: about 5000 - 3000 BC, at the same time as
the spread of agriculture

Hellenic expansion: about 330 BC, the Hellenic empire
under Alexander the Great, which left extensive Greek
iInfluences, e.g. the New Testament of the Bible

Roman expansion: about 100 BC - 400 AD, the Roman
empire, which left many Latin influences, e.g.

- The Romance languages lItalian, Spanish, Portuguese, French,
Romanian, Romantsch

- The Roman Catholic Church
Colonal expansion: after 1492,

- Romance languages: Portuguese, Spanish, French
- Germanic languages: Dutch, English
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Distribution of Indo-European
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Quiz

* Indo-European languages now dominate the language
maps of the world:

- Why are Portuguese and Spanish the official national languages
of South American states?

- Why are varieties of Dutch among the official national
languages of Indonesia and South Africa?

- Why is English the official national language of the USA,
Australia, New Zealand?

- In which African countries are the following Indo-European
languages among the official national languages?
* English
* French
* Portuguese
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SETTLEMENT OF BRITAIN
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Who was in GB before the English?

* The original human inhabitants of the British Isles are
unknown, though there are architectural remnants
- Search for information on these

e Earliest known inhabitants of the British Isles: Celts
(migrations East and West from Danube), 2 branches:

- Goidelic Celtic (e.g. Gaelic, spoken today in the West of Ireland
and North-West Scotland)

- Brythonic Celtic (e.g. Welsh, now spoken in Wales, and Breton,
re-introduced to European mainland from Wales and Cornwall)

West & North Germanic migrations:

- West Germanic: Angles, Saxons: after about 400 AD
- North Germanic: Vikings after about 600 AD

- Norman French (French-speaking descendants Viking): 1066
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~ Celtic Britain
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Quiz

* Where did the Celts originate?

e Name 3 Celtic town names in the area of modern
Germany and give their meanings

e \Where do the Celts live now?

* What is their significance for English studies? -

- historically
- currently
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