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There are many different dialects of English spoken in North America, so it is somewhat
improper to refer to any one of them simply as ‘American English’. The style of speech
illustrated here is that of younger educated Americans in the Far-Westermn and some of the
Mid-Western parts of the United States. The speech in the recording on which the
transcription is based is that of a 21-year-old speaker who has lived all her life in Southern
California. Speakers from other parts of the United States, such as the East coast and the
Northern cities of the Mid-West have different dialects, nearly all of them being more
conservative, with a greater number of vowels.

Consonants
Bilabial | Labio- Dental | Alveolar Post- Palatal Velar Glottal
dental alveolar
Plosive p b t d k g
Affricate tf dz
Nasal m n 1
Fricative f v 6 6 S Z _[ 3 h
Approximant X _] w
Lateral
Approximant 1
p ‘pie’ t ‘tie’ k ‘kite’
b ‘buy’ d ‘die’ g ‘guy’
m ‘my’ n ‘nigh’ n ‘hang’
f ‘fie’ S ‘thigh’ h ‘high’
v ‘vie’ 8 ‘thy’ tf ‘chin’
s ‘sigh’ dz ‘gin
Z « ZOO, J' tshy)
w ‘why’ I ‘rye’ 3 ‘azure’
1 ‘lie’ j ‘you’
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Vowels

Monophthongs Diphthongs

e U
ar au

A 4

o1 0 N

o o)
e
e £ A 3 ‘
& x ae

The qualities of the vowels shown in the charts are based on observations of nine speakers
of the dialect being described. The unstressed vowel [a] is not shown on the chart as its
quality varies considerably. Four different forms of transcription of the vowels are given
in the [ist of key words. In (1), which is the style of transcription used in the first
illustrative passage that follows, the differences in quality are explicit, the length and other
differences among vowels being regard%d as a matter of the conventions required for
interpreting these particular symbols; in (2) the length differences are made explicit, with
the quality differences being regarded as a matter of interpretation conventions; in (3) both
length and quality differences are shown; and in (4) diphthongs are treated as consisting of
a nucleus and an offglide. If only a single style of transcription had been given it would
have been necessary to make all these aspects of vowel quality clear by means of
additional conventions for interpreting the symbols. All of these (and several other) styles
of transcription are properly regarded as IPA transcriptions of Californian English,
provided that they are accompanied by suitable conventions. The vowel symbols in (1) are

similar to those used in the 1949 Principles, the differences being that the 1949 version
used [a] in words such as ‘bad’, [s] in ‘bud’ and [1] in ‘bird".

(H (2) 3) C))

1 I It i/ ‘bead’

I 1 1 I ‘bid’

e e e: e ‘bayed’
€ e € € ‘bed’

® ® ® ® ‘bad’

a a a a ‘pod’

0 o o o¥ ‘bode’
U u U U2 ‘good’
u u: u: u" ‘booed’
A A A A ‘bud’
2 2! 2 > ‘bird’
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©(h (2) 3) 4)

ar ar ar al ‘buy’

av av au a¥ ‘bough’
o) o) o1 o) ‘boy’

5 Y 3 3 ‘a(bove)’
o .

Stress

English has a very strong distinction between stressed and unstressed syllables, with
stressed syllables being longer, louder, and often marked by a pitch excursion. Although
stress placement is partially predictable, there are many instances where it is not, such as
in noun/verb pairs like [‘eksport/ek'sport] in contrast to [sa'port/sa'port]. Longer words
frequently have one or more syllables with a secondary stress. Stress is transcribed using
the marks ' (primary stress) and, (secondary stress), as in [fona'tifan] ‘phonetician’.

Conventions

[ p, t, k] are aspirated in word-initial position, and elsewhere when initial in a stressed
syllable, but they are always unaspirated when following [s] in the same syllable, as in
‘spy, sty, sky’. [b, d, 'g] have little or no voicing during the stop closure, except when
between voiced sounds. When intervocalic and before an unstressed vowel, as in ‘city,
vicinity’, [t] 1s a voiced flap, resembling [c]. [d, n] are also flaps in similar circumstances.
(1] is velarized except before [ j].

The vowel symbols in column (1) have the qualities shown in the accompanying
charts when pronounced in the key words. Vowels are raised before [g] in the same
syllable, so that the vowel in ‘sing’ is nearer that in ‘seen’ than that in ‘sin’, the vowel in
‘sang’ is close to that in ‘sane’, and the vowel in ‘length’ is intermediate between that in
‘sing’ and ‘sang’. Vowels are lowered and centralized before [1], and many contrasts are
lost, so that ‘merry; Mary, marry’ and ‘Murray’ are often all pronounced ['h’laﬂi]. [e] and
[o] are usually slightly diphthongized. [u) and [u] are unrounded, [u] often being
pronounced with spread lips. [u] is considerably fronted after [t, d, n, 1], all of which are
followed by a mid-high front glide when preceding [u], as in ‘two, new’, which are
pronounced [t's, n'yl.

Transcription of recorded passage

Two transcriptions are given, the first being a broad phonemic transcription using the
symbols in the charts above. This transcription should be interpreted with the aid of the
conventions. The second transcription is a narrow phonetic transcription in which the
conventions and other details have been incorporated. ‘The’ is often pronounced as [33]
before words beginning with a vowel, but not on this recording. This speaker also has [h]
in some words (e.g. ‘he’) where others might have omitted it.
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Broad transcription

85 ‘no16 wind an (8) ‘san wor dis'pjutin 'wit] woz 35 'stragge-, wen o
'uevalar kem 3'lan '12pt 1n 9 'woim ‘'klok. 8e a'giid &t 3o 'wan hu ‘foest
sok'sidad 1 'mekiy 8a ‘treevesle 'tek 1z 'klok af [ud bi ken'siderd 'strangs-
3on 01 'a8e-. 8en 85 ‘'noxd wind 'blu sz 'haid 2z 1 'kud, bat 83 ‘'mozr hi 'blu Jo
'mo1 ‘klosli did 8s'tizvler fold hiz 'klok o'raund 1m; z2n at 'lest 35 'mnord
wind ,gev ‘Ap 81 o'tempt. ‘den &9 'san ‘[amnd aut ‘woimli, and rmidiatli 8o
‘treevle- 'tuk af 1z klok. an 'so 35 'no18 wind waz ablarg t1 kan'fes Jat To
'sAn waz 32 'stianga av 82 'tu.

Narrow transcription

35 'no1® ,wind an o 'san wa- dis'pjutiy 'wit] wez 89 'strangs, wen 9 'ievie
kem alan 12pt 1n 3 'woim ‘klok. 8e 3'grid 3at 3o 'wan hu ‘fa-st sak'sided mn
'mekiy 8o ‘trevie 'tek 1z 'klok ,af [ud bi kan'side-d ‘stiangsr 8on 31 'AGe~. 'Ben
85 'nol6 ,wmd ‘blu 2z 'haxd az hi 'kud, bat 33 'mox hi 'blu ds ‘mor 'klosh did
0o 't1ievler 'fold huz ‘klok staund him; ,an ot 'lest 8o 'no16 wind gev ‘ap 8i
otempt. ‘Ben 8o 'san '[amnd ,aut ‘wormli, on rmidwstli 8o 'trevier tuk ‘af 1z
klok. an 'so 8o 'no16 ,wind waz s'bllax:g t1 kon'fes Got 85 'san waz §o ‘stiange-
av 35 'tu.

Orthographic version

The North Wind and the Sun were disputing which was the stronger, when a traveler came
along wrapped in a warm cloak. They agreed that the one who first succeeded in making
the traveler take his cloak off should be considered stronger than the other. Then the North
Wind blew as hard as he could, but the more he blew the more closely did the traveler fold
his cloak around him; and at last the North Wind gave up the attempt. Then the Sun
shined out warmly, and immediately thée traveler took off his cloak. And so the North
Wind was obliged to confess that the Sun was the stronger of the two.



